he 20102011 season  looking good for the Intemational
Racquethall Tour (IRT) and #ts fans, as we!l as for up-and-
comung rookse Jose Rojas of Stockton, CA. He Is one of a
number of new faces |ikely to shape the tour over the next few
years. Less than two years ago, the 20-year-old
tumed his ssghts on has ranking and by the end of
|ast year's 09710 se=son had climbed to 010 in the
world, By mast accounts, thes talentad college
Junior has not only “amved” but & running ahead
of schedule, focused on elevating his ranking even
higher in the upcoming season 2s he continues to
successfully balance academscs and the pro tour.

in Septemnber 2008 at the Motorola World
Championships, Rogs decided to make his move
in the pro raniks after dornating juniors
internationally smce he was 8 small child. It was
there in Denver that he demonstrated hes readiness
for the pros by getting past three rounds of
veterans (o the round of sodsen before ¢4 Alvaro
Beltran stopped him. Sax months later at the
Canoga Park Open, while still 2 teenager, Rojas
mnnmmwmmm
wins over IRT's #6 and @5 players, Shane
VandesonawMMm,bdmekycnmpullmmmon

his run. s

Suahaﬂywnmnhasdnmmmmlmwm between
Rojas and the sport's biggest names. Vihife also still in their teens,
Sudﬂmikwmwwukmﬁnhwlwvblalu
the pro division (o reach the semifinals. Maybe the pressure of such
wﬁoﬂswasadis:rx!ionlnkoﬂstthism':dpmmm In San
Diego, where he jost in the Round of 64 lo Mexico's Polo Gutierrez.
However, apparently undaunted, he finished the 2008/09 season with

U8, Intercollegiate and Junior National titles and retumed In ‘09710
{0 make the sixteens |n every appearance. His n was punctuated

by an Impressive quarterfinal showing at the 2609 U.S, Open.

&

with Coaches Dave and John Elfs
fitness trainer Jessie Sema. All play
day role in Rojas’ professional training.

Coach Dave Ellis, whase influence r
generations of successful pros, speaks
Rojas, saying, “Juse brings o the IRT a
expenence, tremendous skill, and per
charm. He comes to the pro tour with Ui
his coaches and his friends from his hometown
His game Is reaching new Jevels, as it must to
able tacompete with the professional

the IRT, Yet, in spite of his success as a junior, he
humble and very approachable.®

achieve. |n doing so at'suc
opportunity for contin




